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Strategic Review of the Road Cut Process

NCHCA Education Series

January 28, 2020

• Road Activity By-law Review – Project Overview

• Phase 1 Amendments

– Developer/Builder Responsibilities

– Notification

– Road Cut Completion Report

• Road Activity Website

• geoOttawa Layers

• Information and Next Steps

Agenda

2

1

2



2/6/2020

2

• Review of Road Activity By-law and Business Processes

• Road Activity By-law:

– Three areas of regulation:

• Road Activity (no excavation)

• Road Cuts (Road Cut Permit – required when excavating on any part of street)

• Temporary Road Closures

• Project Phases:

– Phase 1 Amendments passed April 10, 2019 – In effect July 1, 2019 and applicable to RC Permit 
Applications submitted on or after this date

• Regulatory update, Reinstatement and ROW Damage from Infill, ROW Inspectors

– Phase 2 – Road Cut Permit Streams, Temporary Road Closures, Temporary Construction 
Related Encroachments, Fees, Pavement Degradation Fees

Project Overview
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• Pavement Degradation Fees (PDF) and Restrictions on Cuts into New Pavement –
Applicable on all road classifications

– Estimated size of roadway pavement cut on Road Cut Permit Application

• Traffic Management Plans 
– Required for Road Cut Permits on roads classified as Collector, Major Collector, Arterial and Hwy 

174

• Peak Hour Work Restrictions 
– Applicable to all roads classified as Collector, Major Collector, Arterial and Hwy 174

– P.M. peak hour period extended from 5:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

• Road Cut Permit Warranty
– Reduced from 3 to 2 years

• Insurance and Security Increases

Phase 1 Amendments
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• Tools to ensure repair and reinstatement of the ROW following development 

– Place responsibility on the right person

• Right-of-Way (ROW) Damage Deposit

– New building construction not subject to Site Plan or Subdivision Approval

– $3,000 per vertically divided unit

– Ensure repair of ROW if damaged during construction

• Developer / Builder Resurfacing

– 3 or more cuts, all cuts within 12 metres

• Developer / Builder responsible for maintenance of temporary and final reinstatement of 
road cuts from curb to property line.

Developer / Builder Responsibilities
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• Road Activity By-law sets minimum notification requirements for Road 
Activity work and work under a Road Cut Permit

• Emergency work is exempt from prior notification requirements of By-law

Notification
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• For Temporary Road Closure or bus rerouting – minimum 15 working days 
to process request

• To ROW Inspection Staff / Occupants beside or near work:
– Minimum 10 working days notice where work:

• Requires temporary road closure or rerouting of buses

• Requires closing of sidewalk

• Will last longer than 7 calendar days

• Must also notify Ward Councillor

– Minimum 2 working days notice for all other work

• Project sign during work

Notification – Road Cuts
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• Where work temporarily stopped for three or more months
– Restart notification process

• For work that requires a minimum of 10 working days notice:
– Minimum 2 working days notice of postponement or cancellation

• Notification and project sign templates on Road Activity Website

Notification – Road Cuts
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• Permit tracking and close-out

• Inspection trigger

• Must be submitted within 10 business 
days of final reinstatement

• Download from Ottawa.ca/roadactivity

• Submit to 
developmentinspections@Ottawa.ca

• Not required to resubmit for warranty 
work

Road Cut Completion 
Report
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Road Cut Website – Ottawa.ca/roadactivity
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• geoOttawa can be used to find:

– Age range of the pavement on a road 

• Pavement Degradation Fees

• Restrictions on Cuts into New Pavement

– Road classification (i.e., Arterial, Major Collector, Collector, Local)

– Ward boundaries and Ward Councillors

geoOttawa Layers
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• Road Cut website – Ottawa.ca/roadactivity

• Phase 2 in progress:

– Technical Advisory Committee – Next Meeting February 10th, 2020 9-11 
a.m.

– To participate, or to request updates as review progresses email: 
roadactivity@Ottawa.ca

– Continued updates through NCHCA and OCA

Information and Next Steps
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Development – Resurfacing Requirement
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Cuts less than 12 metres 
apart

Cuts more than 12 
metres apart

Cuts less than 12 metres 
apart

Development – Resurfacing Requirement
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• Three or more excavations

• Cuts within 12 metres of each other 

• Single resurfacing to lane, centreline or 
full roadway width depending on width of 
excavation

• Identified as part of Grading and Servicing 
Plan review

• PDF applied based on size of cut

• Non-Development Resurfacing – Phase 2
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• Permit Holder Security:
– If cutting within roadway -

$3,000.00

– If cutting within boulevard (curb to 
property line) – $3,000.00

• Permit holder responsible for 
final reinstatement of all 
elements

• Warranty begins after final 
reinstatement

• PDF payable on size of the cut

Scenario 1 – Road Cut Permit – No Development
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Permit Holder –
Final 
Reinstatement

Sidewalk

• Permit Holder:

– Securities - $3,000.00 for 
roadway per permit

– PDF payable on size of cut in 
roadway

– Temp reinstatement of 
boulevard

– Final reinstatement of cuts in 
roadway

– Warranty begins upon 
completion of work

Scenario 2 – Development (no site plan) and 
Associated Road Cuts for Services
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• Developer/Builder:
– ROW Damage Deposit -

$3,000.00 deposit per 
unit

– Responsible for 
maintenance of 
boulevard

– Final reinstatement of 
boulevard and 
reinstatement of any 
damage to ROW

– Deposit returned upon 
completion

– Road Cut Permit 
required

Sidewalk
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• Permit Holder:

– Securities - $3,000.00 for 
roadway per permit

– PDF payable on size of cut in 
roadway 

– Temp reinstatement of 
boulevard

– Final reinstatement of cuts in 
roadway

– Warranty begins upon 
completion of work

Scenario 3 – Development (no site plan), Associated 
Road Cuts for Services, Resurfacing
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• Developer/Builder:
– ROW Damage Deposit -

$3,000.00 deposit per unit

– Responsible for 
maintenance of boulevard

– Final reinstatement of 
boulevard and 
reinstatement of any 
damage to ROW

– Deposit returned on 
completion

– Resurfacing $50/m2 and 
agreement

– Resurfacing of trenches

– Road Cut Permit for 
reinstatement and 
resurfacing

Sidewalk
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• Interim Process Using Existing Rates

• Collected at time of Road Cut Permit 
Issuance 

• Identify Cut Size on Application 

– Minimum size of 5 square 
metres

• Any Change in Cut Size noted on 
Road Cut Completion Report

• Reinstatements will be Audited 

Pavement Degradation Fee – Interim Collection 
Process
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Pavement Age 
(years)

2020 Rate per m2

2 years or < $37.90

>2 to 4 $31.60

>4 to 7 $25.40

>7 to 10 $15.87

10 or more $6.30
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• To Traffic Management Inspectors:

– Required if will impact vehicle, cyclist or pedestrian mobility AND

Road is classified as Collector or above

– Minimum 2 working days notice in advance of work

• To Residents / Businesses / Tenants:

– Work will affect access to their property

– Minimum 2 working days notice in advance of work

Notification – Road Activity
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